
Digital SAT® Reading Quick Guide

Use this packet as a quick reference for the most important Reading
questions on the Digital SAT Reading and Writing section.

Format

The Digital SAT Reading and Writing section consists of two consecutive
modules, each with 27 questions presented over 32 minutes.

Each question is paired with a unique text or pair of texts whose length will
not exceed 150 words.

All questions are four-option multiple choice-format.

The section is scored from 200–800.
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Words in Context
You’ll be presented with a short text that is missing either a word or phrase; based on the
context, you’ll select the option that most logically completes the text.

Key Techniques
● Look for punctuation to signal definitions or explanations consistent with the word or

phrase to be chosen. Commas, colons, and semicolons are the most common indicators
of definitions and explanations.

● Use the context’s tone: if it’s clear from the context that the missing word or phrase must
be positive or negative, eliminate all options that don’t align with that tone.

● Notice any transition words, such as the contrast words but and however, which can help
you determine the relationship between the sentence and the missing word or phrase.

● Try filling in your own word or phrase before looking at the options. This word or phrase
doesn’t need to be perfect: it should estimate the intended meaning. Then pick the
choice most consistent with what you fill in.

● Before committing to a choice, test it by reading it in context.

©Method Learning, all Rights reserved. The SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which is not affiliated with and does
not endorse Method Learning.



Word Meaning
These are very similar to Words in Context questions, but the passages associated with them
are usually fiction-based. You’ll see a word underlined in the text and will be asked to select the
option that properly distinguishes its meaning in context.

Key Techniques
● Use the approaches described above for Words in Context questions to come up with

your own word that models the meaning of the underlined word; do this before looking at
the choices. If you can’t come up with a single word, think of a phrase.

● Never assume that a word will take on its “typical” meaning — always use the context to
analyze the word in question. This is especially true for older works, in which words may
be used in ways you haven’t seen.

● Before committing to an answer, try replacing the underlined word with your choice,
testing it within the context.
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Main Idea and Purpose
You’ll be presented with a text and asked to distinguish one of several things: (1) the main idea
of the entire text, (2) a central idea within the text, or (3) the main purpose of the text.

Key Techniques
● Identify the text’s topic sentence and translate it into your own words as you read. Then,

consider how the other sentences relate to it: do they provide support? add detail?
present an argument or debate? This will help you distinguish the main idea.

● Consider not only what the text says literally, but why the text is written as such: what is
the function of the author’s choices?

● Try coming up with your own answer before looking at the choices. Base your answer on
the main idea. Then, align your answer to the options, eliminating choices that are
inaccurate and picking the one that best aligns.

● Remember that a single word can ruin an answer choice: if there isn’t evidence for that
precise word or concept, it’s wrong.
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Main Function
You’ll be presented with a text and asked to distinguish the function of an underlined portion
within the text.

Key Techniques
● Make sure to get the main idea of the text by distinguishing the topic sentence.

● Read adequate context: the function of any given sentence is always dependent on the
content that surrounds it. Note how the underlined portion relates to what precedes and
follows it.

● Try thinking of your own answer to the question, then align it to the choices.

● Remember that the task is to evaluate what the underlined portion alone serves to do,
not to analyze the function of other segments of the text.
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Logically Completing the Text
You’ll be presented with a text whose final sentence is incomplete. The goal will be to use the
main idea and message of the text to choose the option that produces a coherent, sensible
conclusion.

Key Techniques
● Distinguish any strong claims and how they relate (e.g., do they align? contrast?). These

often appear in topic sentences.

● Look out for transition words or phrases (e.g., continuing idea words like therefore and
contrast words like however) that help convey the logic of the ideas.

● Based on the claims, try to predict what makes sense for the blank before you consider
the answer choices.
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Command of Textual Evidence
You’ll read a text that presents a particular viewpoint or claim based on scientific findings or
literary analysis; you’ll then be asked to evaluate which additional piece of evidence provides
support for the claim or weakens the claim.

Key Techniques
● Distinguish the claim(s) made in the text, establishing the facts behind them.

● If there are multiple claims, make sure you know which/whose claim you’ll need to
distinguish evidence for or against.

● Once you know which claim must be supported or weakened, use the core message of
the claim to predict what supporting or weakening evidence would be needed.
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Command of Quantitative Evidence
You’ll be presented with a text accompanied by a related figure (a graph or a table). You’ll be
asked to integrate information from both sources to formulate a conclusion to a statement or to
logically complete a paragraph.

©Method Learning, all Rights reserved. The SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which is not affiliated with and does
not endorse Method Learning.



Command of Quantitative Evidence, continued

Key Techniques
● Ensure you’re reading the graph or table properly:

○ Read the main title, axis titles, and row/column headings as necessary.
○ If there are multiple bars or curves, make sure to consider the key/legend.
○ If you’re confused about what the figure shows, pick one data point, bar, or cell,

and see if you can interpret it.

● Determine the central claim of the passage using the techniques reviewed in previous
question types, noting strong statements and contrast words.

● Remember that multiple answers may be true, but only one will use the data to answer
the question or to provide support adequate for completing the text.
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Details in the Text
You’ll be presented with a short nonfiction or fiction text and asked about a specific detail
described within. Sometimes, the detail as described in the correct answer choice will be
explained straightforwardly; others, it will appear as a statement that can be reached directly
from a detail in the text that is phrased slightly differently.

Key Techniques
● Never select an answer choice simply because it contains words or ideas that appear in

the text: make sure those words or ideas are being used to express something that is
actually evidenced in the text.

● Know that a single wrong word can make an answer choice incorrect.

● Though these questions are centered on single ideas, finding the topic sentence,
understanding the main idea, and recognizing other elements such as transitions will
help you understand the details.
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Text Structure
You will be presented with a nonfiction or fiction text and asked to select a statement that most
accurately describes the overall structure of that text.

Key Techniques
● Monitor topic sentences to establish the central idea.

● Pay especially close attention to transition words and phrases—contrasts like but,
however, and nevertheless or continuations like therefore, in addition, and similarly—
which signal shifts that will determine the answer.

● Be prepared for the answers to be phrased in the abstract: they might not cite the
specific content of the passage, instead referring to the content with words that
reference the content’s function.

● Before committing to an answer, map what the choice says to the structure: which
pieces of text correspond specifically to the pieces of the answer you’re selecting?
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Paired Texts
You’ll be given two short texts that address the same topic. Then you’ll be asked how the ideas
presented in the second text relate to the ideas in the first.

Key Techniques
● Make sure to distinguish topic sentence, main idea, and tone of each text.

● Determine the basic relationship between the texts’ arguments: are their messages
opposed? similar but from different perspectives?

● Read the question and anticipate the answer before looking at the choices.
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Answer Key

Topic Answer

Words in Context D

Word Meaning B

Main Idea and Purpose B

Main Function D

Logically Completing the Text A

Command of Textual Evidence C

Command of Quantitative Evidence B

Details in the Text B

Text Structure A

Paired Texts D
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